
Resolution of the Sustainability Advisory Board and the Augsburg Local Agenda 21 
Forums on the City of Augsburg’s Participation in the United Nations High-Level 
Political Forum on Sustainable Development 2026 in New York, July 5–17, 2026 

 

We highly appreciate the participation of the City of Augsburg in this year’s High‑Level 
Political Forum on Sustainable Development. Furthermore, we express our gratitude to 
the Federal Government of Germany for enabling our contribution to the work of the 
German delegation. 

We recognize the invitation as an acknowledgment of the long‑standing commitment to 
sustainable development that has been broadly supported by the local community and 
jointly organized by the City of Augsburg. Key stakeholders in this participatory and 
cooperation‑oriented process include, in addition to the City Council and its resolutions, 
the 30 Agenda Forums, the 25 member institutions of the Sustainability Advisory Board, 
as well as the city administration, including the Office for Sustainability. 

We consider ourselves part of the global community and we are committed to ensuring 
a sustainable development that respects both people and the environment. Through our 
work, we support the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the 2030 Agenda, 
adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in September 2015, noting in 
particular Goal 11, which calls for strengthening engagement at local level, and Goal 17, 
which underscores the importance of partnerships for effective implementation. 

In Augsburg, alongside the classical dimensions of ecology, social development and the 
economy we have embedded culture into our understanding and practice of 
sustainability. We encourage the United Nations to emphasise the cultural dimension of 
sustainability and to incorporate culture into the post‑2030 Agenda. Drawing on more 
than 30 years of experience in advancing sustainable development, we have observed 
that achieving its objectives is often not hindered by a lack of knowledge or 
competencies, but rather by reservations, attitudes and personal habits that impede the 
necessary transformations and solidarity-based behaviours.  

It is therefore essential to strengthen awareness of the positive impacts of such 
changes, to fully use our creative diversity and to enhance trustful cooperation more 
effectively. In this regard, we understand cultural diversity as an important source of 
inspiration and an ethical foundation for a sustainable and equitable future. 
Furthermore, it is a response to the question of how we would like to live today in view of 
the needs of people elsewhere and of future generations. 

We must take more decisive action! Municipalities constitute essential arenas and 
value‑based communities for advancing sustainable development. They are the places 
where daily challenges and conflicting development goals are specifically addressed, 
and where viable solutions and compromises are negotiated and pursued. In this 



context, the significance of culture, mutual respect, and the shared aspiration for a 
future worth living becomes tangible and dynamic. 

We, the stakeholders in Augsburg — from civil society, the private sector, academia, 
public administration and political institutions — will continue and further intensify our 
commitment. Sustainable development is most effectively achieved through solidarity 
and shared responsibility. We encourage and motivate stakeholders all over the world to 
strengthen their engagement for sustainable development, as such efforts are not only 
urgently required but also profoundly beneficial for all of us! 

 

On behalf of the City of Augsburg’s Sustainability Advisory Board: 

Anne Schuester, Standing Conference on Culture, Chair of the Sustainability Advisory 
Board 

Dr. Simon Meißner, Environment Science Senter at the University of Augsburg, Chair of 
the Sustainability Advisory Board 

 

On behalf of the Forums of Local Agenda 21 Augsburg: 

Maria Brandenstein, Center for Sociocracy Augsburg and Augsburg Education Alliance, 
Agenda Spokesperson 

Sabine Pfister, Habitat Schwabencenter, Transition Town Augsburg, Energy Expert Forum 
and Shaping the City’s Sustainable Development Forum, Agenda Spokesperson 

Sylvia Schaab, Plastic-Free Forum, Lifeguide Augsburg and Transition Town Augsburg, 
Agenda Spokesperson 

Anne Schuester, Standing Conference on Culture, Agenda Spokesperson 
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